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The Larva of Priopus ishigakiensis (Ohira, 1967) (Coleoptera, Elateridae) 
from Ishigaki-jima of the Ryukyu Islands 

Hitoo Ohira 

Kitsuneyama 6—4, Maiki-cho, Okazaki, 444-35 Japan 


Abstract Priopus ishigakiensis is an elaterid beetle originally described by Ohira 
(1967) from Ishigaki-jima of the Ryukyu Islands under the generic name of Neodiploconus 
Hyslop, 1927 in the subfamily Melanotinae. Mature larvae of this species were found in 
December 1994 in an old decaying stump eaten away by termite. After rearing these larvae, 
I was fortunate to obtain two adults emerged in September 1995. 

Mature larvae about 25 mm in length. Body cylindrical, shining, yellowish brown; head, 
thorax and 9th abdominal segment dark and castaneous brown. Fronto-clypeal area (fcl) 
with anterior portion bearing a transverse row of 4 small and 2 long setae (Fig. 2 F, I). 
Nasale (n) tridentate at the tip (Fig. 2 F). Maxillary palpus (pip) and galea (ga) as illustrated 
(Fig. 2 D). Genal area of epicranial plate with a row of 4 long (led) and 3 small setae (dsse), 
in addition to some small nodules (Fig. G \). First to 9th abdominal segments subequal, 
each mediotergite with a transverse branch of impression (trim) which is not sinuate, striate 
muscular impression (sim) and sublateral longitudinal impression (sloim) conspicuous, pos¬ 
terior portion with a transverse row of 3 unpaired setae (Fig. 2 B-C). Ninth abdominal seg¬ 
ment cylindrical in basal three-fourths, thence rounded and tapered towards obtusely point¬ 
ed apex; surface evenly punctate and regularly with some long unpaired setae (Fig. 2 H). 
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Fig. 1. Priopus ishigakiensis (Ohira, 1967), male (except A which is of a female), Ishigaki 
Is.-A, Adult, body length 10 mm; B, prostemal process, lateral aspect; C, apical por¬ 

tion of aedeagus, dorsal aspect (apical portion of median lobe broken); D, 2nd to 5th an¬ 
tennal segments. 
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Fig. 2. Some structure of the mature larva of Priopus ishigakiensis (Ohira, 1967), Ishigaki 

Is.-A, Mature larva, body length 25 mm; B, 4th abdominal segment, lateral aspect; 

C, 5th mediotergite of abdomen, dorsal aspect; D, right maxillary palpus and galea, ven¬ 
tral aspect; E, left antenna, dorsal aspect; F, fronto-clypeal area of head, dorsal aspect; G, 
right genal area of epicranial plate; H, 9th abdominal segment, dorsal aspect; I, head, dor¬ 
sal aspect. 
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Records of the Cossyphus Species (Coleoptera, 
Tenebrionidae, Cossyphini) from Thailand 

Kimio Masumoto 
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Tenebrionid beetles of the genus Cossyphus , whose body is oval, flat and with 
semitransparent margins widely extended horizontally, are distributed in the dried areas 
from North and Central Africa to Southeast Asia. About 25 species have hitherto been 
known. 

Dr. Sadahiro Ohmomo, National Grassland Research Institute, collected a short series 
of specimens of Cossyphus at Ban Na, Kakorn Sayok, Central Thailand late in 1994, and 
submitted them to me for examination. On the occasion of a research trip to Europe in 
1995,1 compared them with the type and other materials preserved in the Natural History 
Museum, London, and the Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, and obtained 
the following result: 

1) Cossyphus limbatus Pascoe, 1887 

3 exs., 13— XI— 1994, S. Ohmomo leg. 

2) Cossyphus explanatus Reitter, 1904 

1 ex., 13-XI-1994, S. Ohmomo leg.; 1 ex., Doi Suthep, N. Thailand, 29-1 V-l985, M. 
Tao leg. 




